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manifested than in their failure to insist on a common economic life
for the new nationalities of Central and South-eastern Europe. The
" ramshackle Empire " had at least provided that, and the future was
to illustrate the old saying that if this Empire did not exist it would
be necessary to invent it.
An arrangement which caused great irritation, but is not intrinsically
bad, was that of the Polish Corridor. It was necessary to give the
Poles access to the sea and that could only be provided through
German territory. To give them a way-leave through this territory
with access to Danzig as a free port at the end of it was the natural,
even the only, solution. If Germany and Poland are friendly it
should work without friction or difficulty ; if they are not, it may
easily be denounced as a ruthless and arbitrary sundering of German
territory. In the subsequent years the question has flared up and died
down according to the relations of the two Powers, but there is
reason to hope that it will not prove to be the seed of mischief that
in the, early years it was expected to be. For inland States the
" corridor " method is of great value and should admit of peaceful
development in a civilized Europe.
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Embalmed in the Treaty (Article 227) is the provision for the trial
of the Kaiser:
The Allied and Associated Powers publicly arraign William n of Hohen-
zollem, formerly German Emperor, for a supreme offence against international
morality and the sanctity of treaties.
A special tribunal will be constituted to try the accused, thereby assuring
him the guarantees essential to the right of defence. It will be composed of
five judges, one appointed by each of the following Powers: namely, the
United States of America, Great Britain, France, Italy and Japan.
In its decision the tribunal will be guided by the highest motives of inter-
national policy, with a view to vindicating the solemn obligations of inter-
national undertakings and the validity of international morality. It will be its
duty to fix the punishment which it considers should be imposed.
The Allies and Associated Powers will address a request to the Government
of the Netherlands for the surrender to them of the ex-Emperor in order that
he may be put on trial.
593